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Teach reading:
change lives

Parent workshop: Year 1 Phonics Screening Check
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A love of reading is the biggest indicator
of future academic success.

OECD (The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development)
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Grow the code - alternative pronunciations
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What your child has been taught so far Ly

Your child has been taught most of
Phase 5, they know:

* new graphemes for the Phase 2 and 3
sounds

* that the same grapheme can have
alternative pronunciations.

The ‘Grow the code’ lessons support
children with reading and spelling
these alternative spellings.
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Reading words e

A this point in the year most
children will be able to:

*blend in their heads: say the sound
quietly in their head and then read
the word out loud

* read many words automatically

*independently spot digraphs in
words before reading

* begin to read with more fluency



Phonics Screening Check



This term we are preparing for the

Phonics Screening Check

What is the Phonics Screening Check?

* a mandatory assessment administered to
Year 1 children to gauge their phonics and
decoding skills.

* |tis not designed to create any stress or
anxiety for your child.

e |t assesses decoding skills using phonics.

* |t consists of 40 words (20 real words,
20 ‘alien words’).

If children do not achieve the required score
in Year 1, they will retake the screening at the
end of Year 2.
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How does the check work?

 Your child will sit with a member of staff that
they know.

 They will be asked to read 40 words aloud.

e This takes just a few minutes to complete, but
there is no time limit.

* |If your child is struggling, the teacher will stop.

* It has been carefully designed not to be stressful
for your child.
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2023 national curriculum assessmen ts

Key stage 1

Phonics screening check
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e The check will contain 20 ‘alien words’.
e The children will be familiar with alien words and will start to read them this term.

* Alien words assess children’s decoding skills and are used in lessons for the purpose
of preparing for the Phonics Screening Check only.

e Children cannot read these words by using their memory or known vocabulary, so
they have to use their decoding skills. This is a fair way to assess their ability to
decode.

* We teach children to only sound out and blend alien words — this is because we want
them to be accurate - speedy doesn’t always do it!

* The Phonics Screening Check will be administered in June.



Information for parents and carers

Your child’s reading journey
Year 1 Phonics Screening Check

Your child has now learned most of the Year 1 phonics in Little Wandle Letters
and Sounds Revised and will soon be preparing for the nationally required
Phonics Screening Check, which will take place in June.

What is the Phonics Screening Check?

* The Phonics Screening Check is
a quick check of your child's
decoding skills.

Your c¢hild will be asked to read
40 words - 20 are real words,
20 are known as 'alien words'’
(made-up words).

Why do the children read ‘alien words'?

* Reading alien words checks
children’s decoding skills and
knowledge of graphemes in a
fair way - it mirrors what the
children have to do when they
read a word that they have
not read before.

Your child will not have seen
the alien words before. They will
have to use their knowledge of
letters and sounds to work out
how to read them.

How does the check work?

* Your child will be asked to read
40 words independently.

The check has been designed to not
put your child under stress_ It will be
carried out by a member of staff who
knows your child well.

It should only take a few minutes to
complete, but there is no time limit.

Do | need to do
anything to further
support my child?

* Continue to listen to your
child read their phonics
books and read to them daily.

Your child's teacher will let
you know if any additional
practice is needed.

Always ask if you need any
further support!

All for the love of reading

* Teaching children the skills of reading
will increase their will to read. Children
who love reading, choose to read.

Reading develops children’s
vocabulary, understanding of the
world and empathy.

A love of reading is the biggest
indicator of future academic
success! To develop

a love of reading,

children must

have the skills

to read, which

is why we teach

them using

phonics.
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Reading at home



The most important thing you can do is
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read with your child

* W x
. REVISED
= _ it

Reading a book and chatting had a positive
impact a year later on children’s ability to...

e understand words and sentences
* use a wide range of vocabulary
 develop listening comprehension skills.

The number of books children were exposed to
by age 6 was a positive predictor of their reading
ability two years later.

Parental involvement in the development of children’s reading skills: A five-year longitudinal study (2002) Senechal, M. and Lefvre, J
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Listening to your child read their phonics book

* Your child should be able to read
their book without your help.

*If they can’t read a word read it to
them.

* Talk about the book and celebrate
their success.
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Read to your child

The shared book is for YOU to read:

* Make the story sound as exciting as you can by
changing your voice.

* Talk with your child as much as you can:
o Introduce new and exciting language.
o Encourage your child to use new vocabulary.
o Make up sentences together.
o Find different words to use.
o Describe things you see.
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Supporting your child with phonics S
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Videos

Phase 2 sounds taught in Phase 2 sounds taught in Phase 3 sounds taught in How to say Phase 5 sounds
Reception Autumn 1 Reception Autumn 2 Reception Spring 1



Children are made readers

on the laps of their parents.

— Emilie Buchwald (literary editor and author)




